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FREE STATE & NORTHERN CAPE

Alrica’s outback

The combined domain of the Free State and the Northern Co pe makes up

; w [ [«
approximately 30 percent of South Africa’s tofal land area, but it remains by for

the least populated of South Africa’s nine provinces
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Bushmer vhil e Augrat ies talls on the ! R
Deserf water and fields of flowers Jpingten, flows all vear round. Yet anothe regior

The floral kingdom of Namaqualand and the Kalahari regions of fr

The distinctive sandstone formations of the Golden
Gate National Park in the eastern Free State

provide the setting for a memorable excursion.
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FREE STATE & NORTHERN CAPE——
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GOLFING HIGHLIGHTS

Sheep farmers in desert creas are no

have been

§ mining town on bug” ond, as a result, cour

the site, c‘._.'np\eie ith its own ghosts, daii back o golf
the fime of South Africa’

nhaspitable and unlikely regions of the werld. The Karoo is such an

provides a foscinating insi ~ including those with sand g

tinfo life of .|'w -1 ])m> example and many cour:

sand fairways — can ‘nﬂ found in various small towns. The

The Great Karoo, semi-desert area nine-hoie

is sifuated partly in three regions, II"P Northern Cape,  course at Springbok, for instance, in the Nerthem Caope, may be no

estern Cape and Eastern Cage. The Karoo is 5 lorg match for Pebble Bea ! or St Andrews, but its @ golf course, and

a fourist destination but it is @ @ members he
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enihusiastic about the game as anyone anywhere.

hiking and communing with nature. Apart from these unusual courses, there are some fine, wellwatered

courses in Bloemfontein, Kimberley, Welkom and Sishen which are

The Free State e conventional in their playing surfaces

When the Boers crossed the Crang

Ty

ver in 1836 fo escape Brifish
Rule, they named the region the Orange Free State — today it is known
for its gold deposits and agriculture.

Bloemi ’\""‘\ﬂ is the kav

opial of

| "Gpif(" as well as the judicic

South Africo, offen affectionately called the City of Roses. The eastern Free The Augrabies Falls National Park in the Northern
a 3 [
v Stale is Drakensberg mouniain country and, besides the very beaufiful Cape is only an hour's drive from Up . The
Golden Cate National Park, there are several other mounfainresorts worth mighty Orange River plummets 146m in this Gkm
[ strefch and IIMM ontinues on its way th ruug\w the

spectacular granite chfwn 240m deep and
selves are 93m high

18km long. The

Bloemfontein Golf Club
The history of this 18-hole course stretches back to 1894, It was 100
years later in 1994, that Peter Matkovich and Dale Hayes were

ned to extensively remadel and upgrade the existing layout, with

exiremely succassful .~su:5 TMR is a fine course now, with a toug
i ch of holes 1 g the best in the country. The 143m Téth

hole requires accuracy and nerves of steel o play it erl he back, left

and righthand sides of the green are protected by wo

of fhe green is pleeG@:: by a sand
The Augrabies Falls on the Crange River near Upington. day |

* The Bloemfontein Rose Festi
B The Augrabies Falls and st 'f‘nr:dmg
* The Namaqualond region shortly of

* The mountainous lunar landscape c-| f
o Kimberley's ‘Big Hole' and the restored min ing museum.

¢ Thesa dmw fmrr tions of the beautiful Gelden Gate National Park.

* The Sand du Plessis Theatre, cne wih Abrica’s fin

front situated i

mfonfein’s wat

* Kings Park garden in Bloe

fragrance garden for the blind are also warth a visit,

* The Basotho Cultural Village in QwoQwa offers insight info the




Kimberley Golf Club

Cecil Rhodes was a member here in the 1890s when he was Premier
of the Cape Colony. Today, the club hos o thriving, enthusiastic
membership and there are some good holes on a well-kept, interesting
course. Freddie Toif, one of the greatest golfers to come out of
Scotlar
He hod earlier bequeathed his putter to the club, now en display in

d, was killed in action necr here during the Anglo-Boer War.
the Freddie Tait gelf museum. Kimberley hests the annual Barney
Barnato tournament in the last week of October. The 1999 event
involved some 470 players. The course also has topquality praciice
facilifies. Reservations can be made on +27 (53) 841 0179.

Oppenheimer Park Golf Club

This weltkept, reelined parkland course in Welkom is situated next fo
a dam. Designed by Robert Grimsdell and officially opened in 1951,
the course is owned and subsidised by the giant Anglo American
Corporation. |t is named after the Oppenheimer family, who have been
mining magnates in South Africa for about a century. Water is feofured
at five out of seven holes from the sixth to the 12th. Other focilities
include accommedation (on the premises) at 'the Pines’, squash and
fennis courts, a driving range and a pub/restaurant. Bookings can be

made on +27 (57) 353 2131,

The Free Stafe and Northern Cape is @ very
large area, which has a number of varying yet
interesting landscopes. The Golden Gate area
in the Eastern Free State, and the Northemn
Cape's Namaqualand and Richtersveld areas
are the most siriking and beautiful fo four, hike
or visit for climbing.

Schoeman Park Golf Club

Right next door fo Bloemfontein Golf Club, Schoeman Park has been
described os the jewel of Free State golf courses. It is a challenging,
wel-grassed, 18-holer which has ofien hosted provincial and national
amateur events, as well as fournaments on the Vodacom professicnal

four. Backings can be made on +27(51) 408 3812.

Sishen Golf Club

Designed by leading South African golf architect, Robert Grimsdell,
in the late 1970s, Sishen is @ stunningly beautiful and high-quality
chompionship course near Kathu in the Northern Cape. There are
close to a thousand large camelthorn frees on the site. Not only do
these provide plenty of shade in o dry and thirsty environment, but
their long branches overhang many of the fairways. As a result, the
golfer must be very precise ‘when it comes to faking shofs. The
fairways are nourished with water from the nearby iron-ore mine.
Ploying Sishen is ane of the highlights of o golfing holiday in South
Africa, and the course itself remains one of the top fen courses in the

FREE STATE & NORTHERN CAPE———

ABOVE: Bloemfontein Golf Club, which was redesigned by Pefer
Matkovich and Dale Hayes in 1994, is one of the city’s highlights.
BELOW: The brief spectacle of the Namagualand flowers draws admirers
from all over southern Africa.

country. For reservations call Greg Jennings on +27 (53) 739 2290
or 082453 2290.

ALSO RECOMMENDED

Bethleher Golf Club: +27 (58) 303 4656. Kroonstad Country Club:
+27 (562) 125 169. Harrismith Golf Club (on the N1 freeway between
KwaZuly Natal and Gauteng): +27 (568) 230 468. Sand River Golf
Club (Virginial: +27 (57) 212 2676. Parys Golf Club |golf en an island
on the middle of the Vaal River); +27 (58) 811 5618. €o

information NS

Free State Tourism Board
Telephone +27 (57) 352 4820
Facsimile 427 (57) 352 4825

Northern Cape Tourism Authority
Telephone +27 (53) 833 1434
Facsimile +27 (53] 831 2937
Email: tourism@northemcape.org.za
g.za

o

Website: www.northerncape.o




MPUMALANGA
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Place where the
sun rises

Mountains, panoramic passes, valleys, rivers, waterfalls and forests characterise the

AR O\

Mpumalanga landscape, home of celebrated big-game reserves. It is also the most

easterly province, whence the meaning of the name - where the sun rises.

The beautiful Leopard Creek Country Club at sunrise.

s in this orea, the Kruger National

PROMINENT among the many re famous. The Middleveld region, inhabited by Ndebele people, noted for
g Y ) peoy

Park is world-renowned, as are several of the luxurious private e, fs a must
n boundan
vaiching, hiking panned  GOLFING HIGHLIGHTS

for gold have become the haunts of eager anglers and lozy frout Apart from the excellent gamei

g and fishing, and sireams o

ing opportuniies, this province s

"~ SCENIC ROUTES

Steeped in the history of pioneers, hunters and forlune seekers, foscinafing  Graceland

gold-ush towns abound. Barberton and Pilgrim's Rest are among the most  This course, designed by Gary Player, is perhaps the only true links course
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MPUMALANGA —

n the country near to aa a
standard which is maintair n

Of @ [uxury

Leopard Creek Country Club
Vi ~A | o

wver, with

provided

continental

Nelspruit Golf Club

nepular Jock of the Bushveld

om far and wic

unkers at Nelspruit

Top: Singita, which means miracle in Shangaan the local language, is one of
a number of upmarket resorts which offers the fourist an unforgettable stay. Sabi River Sun Golf Club

This very pleasant co
Above: Mpumalanga is big-game country. Here you will be able fo view timeshare

complex. Th
the Big Five as well as a host of other cats, birds and antelope. opportunity exisfs o

¢ Dullstroc ga's renowned frout fishing centre

srETReRE tha i
2 resorts in the

of Pilgrim's
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NORTHERN PROVINCE

Big sky country

The Northern Province, which shares its borders with Botswana, Zimbabwe and

Mozambique, is unguestionably one of the most scenically diverse and bewitching

of all the non-coastal provinces.

Tage + - B -.». 4 > n
The Northern Province is renowned for its majestic baobabs ~ Messina near the Zimbabwe border boasts the greatest concentration of these trees.
and tibal  that momentarily offer some relief

of contrasting landsca

THE Northern Province is o regi from the heat. Weather patterns vary

sity. There is the |ush Letgb

Valley, which is instantly reminiscent of the  considerably between mountainous regions and flatland but in general the

e Cape’s Hex River \
north s the densely

N —
Nopane veld with

tropical fruit farms. Further  heat is unremitiing.

ranges and the barren

ugh some of ry in the country fhe
ertsburg and Tzaneen, over the Drokensberg escarpment
Idfamous Kruger 2 ' es a wonderland of scenic contrasts from the thick

mistshrouded Draker

rivate nature reserves.

s ot the fop of the high
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OLFING HIGHLIGHTS
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the Norther

NORTHERN PROVINCE

Tour. Limited accomm

Pietersburg Golf Club

is another fine bushveld course with o

An extensive area of the Kruger National Park falls within the province'’s
borders. Leopard and other members of the Big Five have been known to
visit Hans Merensky.

Also recommended:

rangedene Golf Club

information

Northern Province Tourism Board
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NORTHERN PROVINCE——

|10 5351 73325005 10 visit

* The Kruger Naticnal Park's northern extremities lie within the province. The Phalaborwa Gate is only a short drive
from the: town.

* The Magoebaskloof area is one of South Africa’s top birding sites.

¢ The Azaleo farm near Hoenerfsburg is simply spectacular during September when the flowers bloom.

* The Avenlura Eiland (island] near Gravelotie in the lefsitele district is famaus fer its mineral springs. Accommedation
and excellent game viewing in the area make this o popular family resort,

o The authentic Tsonga village within the borders of the Hans Merensky Nalure Reserve is worth a visit. Here one
can waich the locals make music ond exiract salt using tradifional methads.

® The Hoedspruit Research and Breeding Center for Endangered Species is a must. Here, it you are lucky you wil
be allowed to handle cheetah kitens.

* The baobabs of Messina, South Alrica’s mast northern fown, represent the greatest concentration of this free in
the world.

. * Timbavati, the province's most famous private game reserve and the criginal home of the legendary white lions,

I hos o number of upmarket guest lodges within its borders,

i ¢ The Coach House, situated only 20km from the Lowveld town of Tzaneen, s the province's best known restaurant

and hotel.

| * The lemba tribe, which resides in the Venda region of the province, has finally been proved to be related o one

‘ of Isrcel's lost tribes’. Gereticists have revealed that the lemba men carry @ DNA sequence that is distinctive fo

the Cohanim, a hereditary cast of Jewish priests.

Gomo Gomo Game Lodge is anintimate bush experience in Africa.
Situated in the untamed and prestigious Timbavati Game
Reserve, Greater Kruger National Park.

T'rained game rangers and trackers will share their knowledge
and experience a gau come face to face with Africa’s Big Five
~ Lion, Leopard, Elephant, Rl.mw and Buffalo.

For the more adventurous, there are walking safaris
accom panied by an ex perienced ranger.

;f’;:&;’ygnz.?‘i? et e ngm af YO Ao ftqm.&ttwn

Contact m{c{ress PO Box 1705, Hoedspruut 1380
Tel #27(0) 15-793 2587./.01 l 6pmail™
 Fax +27(0)15-7932587




Land of myst

he untouched paradise of Zimbabwe has ifs
tocus at the thundering Victoria Falls. However,

this inexpensive destination is an unfolding

andscape which has much to offer the golf tourist.
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ambezi rapids
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Ing af sunset
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Land of mysrery
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capital, is @

country's. many tourist atfractions

t a modemn

Alrican city, Harare is o mosaic

historic  buildi
/e, which is about TP ee fime

, meaning ‘ploce -q||i'-'='r', was i‘ G

egendary Ndbele kings in
city, Bulowayo s f which were

ally desi
Mosi-oaTur ers’, t::a?—ri\.«'e«:_J rom the fowering
column of spray when the Zambezi River runs high — is the name that

Zimbabwe's local people have given fo the awesome natural splendour

of the Victoria Falls,

loke Kariba is also on the Zombezi River, @ unigue place of

ulandish beauty. It is a great man-made inland sea

submerged mountains, with the eerie, b

reaching up from the water, These are the only remaining

wilderness that was

hydroslectric power in

Just 30km from the fown of A
rom  lake Mutirikw lmrmedy Lrj e K
f man-made struct

fones packed into impeccable ary-sione wa \'ng

extroordinary relic

rect

the ruins of Great Zimbabwe are awe-inspiring.

Golfing Highlights

Zimbabwe is o sportsmad country, and go

among the mainly peaceloving

-

[he ﬁuc weather allows for golf virtually

pUrsuits
nation.
th

when British colonials started to fashion courses out of the b

rigin of the game in the country dates back fo the late 19t century

IN AND AROUND HARARE

Borrowdale Brook

This is @ new development set in the Iranquil hills nor
Zimoob golt and housi

desigried by Peter Matkovich an

play in 1998 and is, according to

h a mullitude

th of Harare, and

first '_ 18-hole course

playable wit — very much a

rvations call +263 (4] 860 489.

|]\ nKing pi

OPENING PIC: Rafting in the Batoka Gorge in the shadow of the Victoria
Falls is o truly unique experience.

RIGHT: A visit to Rhodes' memorial at World's View in the Matopo
National Perk near Bulawayo is well worth the effort.

ZIMBABWE ———

Chapman Golf CIub

some work at Chapmarn, ‘:-“-ubuu f

s with smoo )'

course a better quality |"ni3" and installec

. ¥ [ L i
b“-.-‘f‘\”h comes in usetul after o wiiaG,

drainage
Re

ervations can be made on +263 (4) 736 949 ¢

on'y

A frip fo the Great Zim

of Masvingo, is ret

Zimbabwe, E:‘:ruuq:‘ said!

Royal Harare

One of only five courses in south

em Africa o be granted ‘Royal’ status, this

classy Zimbabwe club wit fortably spread out
and 3km from the city centre in Harare's green and very

spacious northern suburbs

gant clushouse is com

on a large fra

The nafional betanical gardens are

the road from the club, but the course iself is @ qood advertise

ceaufiful indigencus frees and shrubs of the region

A demcnrzi-ng, fine champicnship course, which is a \»;(1-,'5 n immaculate

n, Reyal Harare has nily been upgroded and remodelled by
. A new sfrain of bent grass has been plont ed on ine greens and
fhis has turmed out urface, Trm

1 )ﬂn\. b,,r 1 erlg,« oy

ionally, the hoesfing

fo be the perfect puffing s
of the Zimbabwe Oy

rore ‘and nearby

Chapman Golf Club, the tounament allemating between the two venues.
of the best 50
for @ number of years, The course can

2 920 or 702 929.

This course boasts 1 900 members as has been voted o

eached
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reasons

ZIMBABWE —

to visii

¢ The granite outcrops and mighty boulders of the
o No visit will be complete without a visit o the Vi

* The watery expanse of Lake Kariba has numerau

erence — the tiger fishing on the lake is |

¢ The ruins ot Great Zimbabwe are equalled

A

o Bulowayo.

\atopo National Park are conveniently ¢

ia Falls

ousebaats ith. @

ire for Q gan \G".’V'C'C"lﬂg expere

Iy foo

£l h mystery in Atrica only by the Egyplian pyramids.

. Hw-:;r‘ge National Park is orie of the world's finest game reserves.

¢ The mysterious Chinhoyi c

¢ The Mana P

o Zimbabwe is a very affordable
|r |’_,

¢ The slunning mountain sc

one of Zimbabwe's most visited regions

RIGHT: A couple of days on o houseboat on Lake Kariba is a novel and

affordable way to spend part of your vacation.

A huge rock comes info play of the short mr3 seventh

named Rocky Horor. There is @ charming thafch-oofed Lubht)use

e made on +263.(7) 62 376 or f)? 374.

Boakings can

Warren Hills
An 18-hole park

and course at Old Kadoma Road, Warren Hills is a scant
5km from Horare. Nick Price wos a member here in his junior days.
Reservations can be made on +263 (4) 2¢ 875/6

Wingate Park

Wingate offers an 18-hole parkland layout only Skm from the centre of
Harare. Mature trees lining the fairways make for some exacting driving
holes. The course can be reached on +263 (4) 882 224,

ALSO RECOMMENDED

The Country Club, Brompton Road, Highlands [4km from city centre):
+263 |4) 732 128. Harare South Country Club [en the national road
el +263 (4) 675
country course 47km souih of

from Harare to Masvingo ?3km {ro"r the city centr
84. Norton Countn
Harare): +263 (6) 229‘ ‘-73.

REST OF ZIMBABWE

Bulawayo Country Club
This i

fennis, CJL‘W an d ”uHﬂerH cilities and

ulating parkland course, which also has

is situated Skm from
Bulowaye. Bockings can be made on +263 (4) 947 699.

Bulawayo Golf Club

This 18hole porkland course is the oldest galf club in Zimbabwe, founded
in 1895, Gary Player rafes the very fight 15th as one of the great par-3's
of Africa. The club is on the outskirts of the city centre, off Park Road
Extension. Reservations can be made on +263 (4) 961 428,

wast of Harare, provides tourists the oppo
National Park in the extreme narhern parts of Zinmgkm* allows vis

eople are renowned for their friendliness,

m, 10 'JX[L Qe

ors to exp\cre on f

stination for most tourists

ery, su w-_‘rF H, fishing and the peerless leopard Rock Hotel make the Eastern Highlands
Y op g

Claremont Golf Club
Nine holes with a lot of ¢

character, the Claremont course offers
spectacular views and some memorable holes. It is sign posted just pas!

road {ro'h Rusape to

Juliosda the Eastern Highlands

m away wil ||

Nyanga. 3“e Montelair Casine Hotel is situated only
the

I}"e renowned Troutbeck Inn only also in vm'mi‘\-’*auox.i 30km away.

The course can be conlacted on +263 (2] 9469

Elephant Hills
Here is golf in @ fruly African setiing. The spray of the famous \

7l

ictoria Falls
con offen be seen while playing the course, and in places this 5 205

mefre layout is only o wedge away from the I"‘:th"‘ Zambezi River. The

wildlife here is as spactacular and varied as it is c. At dusk, impola
|l and lion and

onfo the course, The course itself is a medificatio

n know enture

and duiker are ple
of Gary Player's
ambitious 1977 design, the original dream coming true for Player, whose

has now be%ﬂ Cc-msidFOby shortened and with wide, gen

vision had been to build Africa’s longest and toughest layout. The course

us tairways

it has become mare userfriendly. It adjcins the superb Elephant Hills Infer

thusiast,

, which offers squash and fishi

g
Continentel Hote 9
The resort can be contocted on +263 (1) 34 793/5/6/7.

Gweru Golf Club
The Gweru Golf Club boasts an 18+hcle loyout, with some ¢




