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rastically increased interest rates: on martgage bonds and the effect of a

depreciated rand on prices in general are not good news for the homeown-

er. It is tue to say, however, that ‘life goes on': people still need to acquire

homes and make improvements to existing homes in keeping with changes
In their family eircumstances.

In this context, knowledge is undeubtedly the key to making limited financial
resources stretch. Knowledge of various home ownership options and of organisa-
tions who can provide a guarantee with respect to defects in construction work
greatly facilitates the process of building a first haome., Knowledde of building mate
rigls, finishes and fittings is invaluable when selecting the most cost-effective and
functionally suitable ways of fitting out a nome — whether building or adding on.
Knowledge of the processes involved in renovating and decorating an existing home
can make the difference between the proverbial renovator's dream’ and a surrealis-
tic nightmare replete with incomplete work and unpaid bills.

This is where the Horme Buillder A-Z guide is proud to play a unigue role as the
only magazine of its kind which is written and edited by qualified building industry
professionals with the chjective of translating technical ‘jargon’ into terms under-
standable to the man in the street, We hope that our articles and illustrations inspire
new ideas and encourage homeowners and homebullders to be innovative, We
know that there is a wealth of technical information packed into these pages.., it is
up to you, the reader, to systematically draw out all the information which is relevant
to your circumstances, and to fellow the leads which are provided by the many spe-
cialist manufacturers and service providers who advertise on these pages.

In addition to the A to Z guide to building materials, products, services, municipal
approvals et el, this edition of Home Builder brings you a special focus on energy &ffi-
ciency in the home. It has been prepared by an expert in the field, Antonio Ruffinl, who
has a Masters Degree in Electrical Engineering and is a wel-known technical writer, both
in South Africa and abroad, South African homes have been inherertly inefficlent as far
as energy consumption is concemed — perhaps this has to do with our temperate cli-
mate and historically cheap eneray costs. The latter is rapidly becoming a thing of the
past, and we would do well to find ways and means of reducing our electricity bils. The
added bonus of enhancing the energy efficiency of our homes lies in the lavels of ther-
mal comfort that can be enjoyed all year round, Our focus doesn't only address ther-
mal insulation however, it takes a look at more effective and efficient lighting systems, as
well asa number of other aspects of energy coensumption.

It must be emphasised again that the Home Builder A-Z guide s an independent
publication and is therefore laced with observations and comments, usually the result of
previous experience, or the related experiences of various individuals, These comments
are, however, subjective to a certain extent, and it is ultimately up to you, the reader, to
assess their veracity and applicability with respect 1o your own crecumstances.

The fifth edition of this journal endorses the efforts of South-Africans who are
involved in buying, renovating, building, or simply maintaining a residential property.
It is alsc represents a vote of confidence in our ability as a people to prosper under
adverse circumstances. May you reap maximum reward from your endeavours.

Richard Holden
Editor
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Polycarbonate
and acrylic

In an ever-changing world, new alternatives for commonly-
used materials such as glass are being produced that prove
to be particularly suited to specific uses, such as roof

lighting systems and barrel vaults.
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